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SUPPLEMENTARY DATA 

Item 1 

Invitation, dated October 1886, for botanists to attend the first of five 

meetings in London to discuss starting a new botanical journal. 

Published with the permission of the Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic 

Gardens, Kew, UK. 
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Item 2 

Hand written account by S.H. Vines of the second of a series of five 

meetings, held on 20 January 1887, to discuss the starting of a new 

botanical journal. The meeting was attended by the majority of those who 

eventually became founder members of the Committee (Balfour, Darwin, 

Gardiner, Scott, Ward and Vines). It gave its agreement to size (abt. 480 

pages and 24 plates per volume), types of article (original papers, short notes 

index of current literature etc.) and to Balfour and Vines being the editors. 

Balfour and Vines were also authorised to ask the Clarendon Press on what 

terms it would agree to publish the new journal which, at the time, was called 

The Journal of Botanical Science. Published with the permission of the Board 

of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, UK. 

See next page. 
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Item 3 

Letter dated 20 January 1887 written by Isaac Bailey-Balfour and Sydney Vines 

inviting Oxford University Press to publish a proposed new botanical journal to 

be named Journal of Botanical Science. The text has been taken from an on line 

version of F.O.Bower’s book “Sixty Years of Botany in Britain 1875 - 1935” (Bower, FO 

1938. Sixty years of botany in Britain, vii + 112. Macmillan, London. 

(http://www.archive.org/stream/sixtyyearsofbota029779mbp/sixtyyearsofbota029779m

bp_djvu.txt). Accessed 14 March 2014.  

See next page 

http://www.archive.org/stream/sixtyyearsofbota029779mbp/sixtyyearsofbota029779mbp_djvu.txt
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LONDON, Jany 20, 1887.  
to the Secretary to the Delegates of the Oxford University Press. 

SIR,  
We are instructed by a representative meeting of Botanists held this day, to communicate to you the following 
information as to a proposed new botanical Journal, with the view of its being laid before the Delegates.  

It has come to be generally recognised that there is at present a definite demand for a new botanical Journal, in 
addition to the existing means of publication of botanical memoirs and general botanical information, and for 
some months past a movement has been on foot for the purpose of establishing such a Journal. It will be seen, 
from the list of the proposed editorial staff given below, that the movement is supported by an important 
majority of the University teachers of Botany in this country, as well as by teachers in America. Promises of 
assistance and support have also been received from a number of Botanists whose names do not appear in the 
subjoined list.  

As the result of careful consideration, it has been decided to start the proposed Journal on the following lines: 
1. The Journal shall not be published at stated intervals. But when-ever, in the opinion of the editors, there is
sufficient material, a number shall be issued. 
2. The form of the Journal shall be large octavo. Each volume shall  average about 480 pages, and about 24
plates. 
3. The numbers issued in one year shall, for the present, be not more
than sufficient to constitute a volume. 
4. It is proposed that subscriptions shall be invited, and that the subscription price of a volume shall be about 21/-
. 
5. The matter to be published in the Journal shall consist of: (a) Original papers. (b) Reviews and reports on the
progress made in the various departments of Botany also Historical notices. (c) Short notes, and letters on 
botanical subjects. (d) Index of current literature.  
6. The Journal shall be conducted by the following editorial staff: Editors: Dr. I. B. Balfour, Professor of Botany
in the University of Oxford. Dr. S. H. Vines, Reader in Botany in the University of Cambridge. With the co-
operation in England of: Mr. F. O. Bower, Professor of Botany in the University of Glasgow. Mr. F. Darwin, 
University Lecturer in Botany, Cambridge. Dr. A. Dickson, Professor of Botany in the University of Edinburgh. 
Mr. W. T. Thiselton-Dyer, Director of the Royal Gardens, Kew. Mr. W. Gardiner, Demonstrator of Botany in the 
University of Cambridge. Mr. W. Hillhouse, Professor of Botany, Mason's College, Birmingham. Mr. George 
Murray, British Museum. Dr. D. H. Scott, Assistant Professor, Normal School of Science, South Kensington. 
Mr. H. Marshall Ward, Professor of Botany, Cooper's Hill Engineering College. Professor W. Percival Wright, 
Professor of Botany, Trinity College, Dublin; and in America of: Dr. W. G. Farlow, Professor of Botany, 
Harvard University.  

7. It is proposed that the title shall be 'The Journal of Botanical Science'.

Throughout the proceedings the desire has been expressed that the Journal in question should be intimately 
associated with the Universities, not only as regards the editing, but also as regards the publication. We therefore 
address ourselves to you, in the first instance, as the representative of the University Press which has already 
done so much to promote the interests of Botanical Science in English-speaking countries, in the hope that the 
Delegates of the Oxford Press may be willing to identify themselves with this further effort in the same direction. 
We shall be much obliged if you will kindly take the earliest opportunity of bringing this letter to the notice of 
the Delegates, and of ascertaining from them whether or not they may find it possible to engage in such an 
undertaking. In case they should take a favourable view of the matter, we should be glad to be informed, as soon 
as may be convenient, what would be the conditions upon which the Delegates would be prepared to act. Please 
address your reply to Professor Balfour, who will be very glad to give the Delegates any further information 
which they may desire.  
We are,  
SIR,  
Yours faithfully, 

(signed) ISAAC BAYLEY BALFOUR. 
SIDNEY H. VINES.  
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Item 4 

Entries in the Order Book of the Delegates of Oxford University Press 

showing their responses to a letter sent by Balfour and Vines (see Item 

3) asking the Press to consider publishing their proposed new botanical

journal. Reproduced with the permission of the Oxford University Press 

Museum Archive. 

See next page 
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Item 5 

Final version of the promotional prospectus for the Annals of Botany 

sent out to prospective subscribers by the Clarendon Press in May 1887.  

Published with the permission of the Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic 

Gardens, Kew, UK. 
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Item 6 

The 1899 Crisis. A letter from Isaac Bailey-Balfour (Director of the Royal 

Botanic Garden, Edinburgh and principle editor of Annals of Botany) to 

Frederick Bower (Regius Professor of Botany, University of Glasgow and a 

founder member of the editorial committee) dated 9th February 1899. It 

contains a description of an incident at the 1899 Annual Meeting of the Annals 

of Botany Committee, held at The Royal Society’s rooms on Piccadilly, 

London on 27 January 1899 when Sydney H. Vines (Sherardian Professor of 

Botany, Oxford University and second editor and de facto manager of Annals 

of Botany) walked out in vexation at comments made by W.T. Thisleton Dyer 

(Director of the Royal Gardens, Kew and a founder member of the editorial 

committee). The incident culminated in the resignation of Vines.  

 See next 4 pages 
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Item 7 

Letter from Isaac Bailey-Balfour (Director of the Royal Botanic Garden, 

Edinburgh and principle editor of Annals of Botany) to W.T. Thisleton 

Dyer (Director of the Royal Gardens, Kew and a founder member of the 

editorial committee) dated 12th February 1899. It relates to Balfour’s 

attempts to reconcile differences between Dyer and another founding editor 

Sydney Howard Vines that threaten the operation of the Journal. The letter is 

notable for telling Dyer that his blunt manners do “… not tend to soothe 

irritation” but, on the other hand, contains some remarkably sycophantic 

phraseology. 

See next page 



15 



16 



17 



18 



19 

Item 8. 

The Minutes of the 1901 Annual Meeting of Annals of Botany paid this 

fulsome and touching tribute to SH Vines who resigned as an editor at 

short notice early in 1899 after a bitter falling-out between Vines and 

Dyer (The 1899 Crisis). Vines delayed resigning from the Committee until 

1902.   

See next page 
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Listed as Editors in the Journal 1887 - 1936 
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